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From the (Boston) Univ. Magazine. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 


FROM WALTER BALFOUR, 
ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
(Continued from page 53.) 

But what completely. satisfies me, that no 
change of subject is made from a figurative to 
a literal resurrection in verse 27, is the very 
passage in question for consideration. To this 
Ishal] now pay attention. It is then said, 
« Marvel not at this.” Marvel not at what, let 
it be asked ? evidently at the things our Lord 
had just been stating, that the Father had giv- 
en to the Son to have life in himself, and also 
authority to execute judgment, Marvel not 
at this, “ for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in their graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth ; they ‘that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.” These words are considered as 
teaching a literal resurrection of all the dead 
at the end of this world, and that some shall 
come forth to enjoy endless life or happiness, 
and others to endure endless damnation or 
misery. I shall now attempt to show that they 
relate to no such time, nor teach any such doc- 
trine. Let us then inguire : 

1st. What time is meant by the expression, 
“ the hour is coming.” I need hardly observe, 
that the word hour, here, does not mean pre- 
cisely what we call an hour, The same word 
is often rendered time in other passages, and 
is so rendered by some translators, in this very 
passage. If the phrase, “ the hour is coming,” 
means the hour or time of the literal resurrec- 
tion of all the dead, it is the only place where 
it is so used in all the Bible. A single exam- 
ple does not occur where this expression is used 
in reference to sucha period. What was the 
hour or time then our Lord referred to? He 
had used in verse 25, precisely the same Greek 
expression, hoti erketai hora, “the hour is 
coming.” But in its usage ip both these places, 











we cannot learn any thing with certainty what 
time is referred to. Well, let us have recourse 
to other texts where it is used by the same 
writer, for we do not find it used by any other, 
and let us see what time he did refer to by the 
words, “ the hour is coming.” InJokn iv. 21, 
he uses the very same Greek phrase, though 
a little varied in its rendering in our version. 
“ Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, 
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the 
Father.” Did our Lord here mean, that at 
the general resurrection of the dead, people 
should neither worship at mount Gerizzim nor 
at Jerusalem ? No man will say so,. What pe- 
riod did he then refer to? Let us hear br. 
Whitby on this text. “ This controversy, saith 
Christ, will shortly be decided by removing 
the occasion of it, viz. This way of worship- 
ping God by sacrifices, and by giving liberty to 
worship God with spiritual sacrifices in any 
place, as the prophet Malachi foretold, chap. i. 
11.” This then took place at the end of the 
age, when the Jewish system was abolished, 
their temple destroyed, and they scattered a- 
mong all nations. When Paul wrote to the 
believing Hebrews, it was ready to vanish away; 
Heb. viii. 13; and they saw the day when it 
should take place, approaching; Heb. x. 25. 
It was so near when John wrote his first epis- 
tle, that the last hour had arrived, chap. ii. 18. 
It is evident then, that John used the phrase 
“the hour is coming,” in reference to the end 
of the Jewish dispensation, as is evident from 
this text, and had used it previously to his ut- 
tering this expression in the passage under 
consideration. Nor is this the only instance 
of its previous usuage in the same sense, for in 
verse 23d of the same chapter, we find John 
uses precisely the same language he used verse 
25th of this very discourse, “ the hour cometh 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth : for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him.” At 
the time Christ spoke, those who believed in 
him worshipped the Father in spirit and truth. 
But the hour was coming when this should be 
also done, and done more pees and exten- 
sively by the removal of the forms of Mosaic 
ritual, and the extension of Christ’s religion in 
the world. No man thinks that the period here 
referred to, by “the hour is coming,” is the 
hour of the general resurrection of the dead at 
the end of this world. Did the Father seek 
such to worship him at the general resurrec- 
tion of the dead ? 

But again, John says chapter xvi. 2, erkefai 
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hora “ the hour cometh that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service.”— 
He adds, verse 4, “ And these things have I 
told you, that when the time shall come, ye may 
remember that I told you of them.” Were 
the apostles killed at the hour or time of the 
general resurrection ? It would be idle toshow 
that the period referred to is that which imme- 
diately preceded the destruction of Jerusalem, 
see Matt. xxiv. 9—15, &c. No one thinks our 
Lord meant, that, when the time came at the 
general resurrection the apostles would remem- 
ber that he hae told them of their being killed 
while he was on earth. The time that they 
should remember what he had told them, was 
the same time at which he who killed any of 
thenr would think that he did God service.— 
But was this at the resurrection of the dead ? 

But John uses the same phrase erketai hora, 
in verse 25. “ These things have I spoken un- 
to youin proverbs: the time cometh, when I 
shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but 
I shall show you plainly of the Father.” And 
adds in verse 32, “ Behold the hour cometh, 
yea, is now come, idou erketai hora kai nune- 
leluthen, that ye shall be scattered, every man 
to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet 


J am not alone, because the father is with me.” 
Did Christ not show his disciples plainly of the 
Father until the resurrection of the dead ?>— 
And is it to be at the resurrection of the dead 
that they are to be scattcred every man to his 


own? Atthe apprehension of Christ in the 
garden, all his disciples forsook hiin and fled, 
&c. This period answersto the hour which 
he said, “is now come.” Again, at the des- 
truction of Jerusalem they were scattered every 
man to his own, for all were commanded to 
hasten theirescape. See Matt. xxiv. 16—23. 
This answers to the period, “the hour cometh,” 
in the above passages. Ifit is not then settled 
that the hour which was coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves should come forth, 
does not refer to the literal resurrection of the 
dead, I shall forever despair of ascertaining 
the sense of any text of scripture. If John is 
gear ¢ to explain hisown meaning, “ the 
our is coming” is precisely fixed by him in 
these textsnow quoted. He used this language, 
both before and after this discourse with the 
unbelicving Jews, and inallthe places where 
he used it, no one will say he referred to the 
hour ofthe literal resurrection of the dead. 
These are all the passages where I can find 
this phraseology used. It is evident that the 
time of the resurrection of the dead is not 
meant, but the hour or time of the destruction 
of Jerusalem, This! think no candid man 
can or will dispute. It is designated by the 
general expression, * the hour is coming.”— 
Nor could our Lord designate this time more 
definitely, for he says, Matt. xxiv. 36, “But of 
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”— 
It is notorious, how frequently this period is re- 
ferred to by the word hour. Although, it was 





certain, that it should come on the generation 
of Jews whom our Lord addressed, yet he com- 
manded his disciples to watch, for they knew 
neither the day hor the hour wuerein the Son 
of man cometh, It will not certainly he dispu- 
ted, that ifthe time expressed by “ the hour is 
coming,” be as I have stated, it changes the 
whole aspect of the passage. It determines the 
things said to be done at this time, for it wa’ at 
the hour that was coming, all that were in the 
graves should hear Christ’s voice. To dis- 
prove my views it must then be proved, that the 
period referred to, by “the hour is coming,” 
is the literal resurrection of all the dead. We 
do not think it of much use to prove this by 
asserting it, Letit be shown by an appeal to 
the scriptures that this is the seuse the sacred 
writers attached to this expression. 

Ii these remarks, fixing the period, “the hour 
is coming,” to the destruction of Jerusalem be 
correct, it is almost unnecessary to say any 
thing on the remainder of the passage. It shows, 
that the resurrection mentioned, cannot be a 
literal resurrection of the dead, for no one pre- 
tends that such a resurrection took place at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Unless then it can 
be proved, that the phrase, “ the hour is com- 
ing,” does refer to the time of the literal res- 
urrection of the dead, all idea of punishment in 
a future state must be abandoned from this pas- 
sage. The proof of this I have no expectation 
ofever seeing. At any rate, I ought to be ex- 
cused from prosecuting my remarks, until it is 
produced. But I shall proceed to consider, 

2d. The nature of the resurrection, said to 
take place, at “the hour is coming.” The 
word twice rendered resurrection in this pas- 
sage, is anastasis. It istaken for granted by 
many, that this word signifies only a literal res- 
urrection, and most people think it cau mean 
nothing else. But this is a great’ mistake, as 
the following quotations show: Dr. Campbell 
on Matt. xxii. 23, thus writes. “The word 
anasfasis, or rather the phrase, anastasis ton 
nekron, is indeed the common term, by which 
the resurrection, properly so called, is denom- 
inated in the New Testament. Yet this is nei- 
ther the only, nor the primitive import of the 
word anastasis. It denotes simply, being rais- 
ed from inactivity to action, or from obscurity 
to eminence, or a return to sucha state, after 
an interruption. The verb anistemi has the 
latitude of signification, and both words are 
used in this extent by the writers of the New 
“Testament, as well as by the seveniy. Agree- 
ably therefore to the original import, arising 
from a seat is properly termed anastasis, so is 
awaking out of sleep, or promotion from an in- 
ferior condition. ‘The word occurs in this last 
sense, Luke ii. 34.” See also Parkhurst, as 
quoted in the Magazine Nov. 12, ult. Other 
authorities might be quoted in proof, but these 
are sufficient. Itisa plain case then, that the 
word resurrection, determines nothing about a 
literal resurrection. 


No person can suppose, that these writer 
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write so, with any design to favor my views of 
this passage. But I ask, could they have writ- 
ten any thing more to my purpose, if this had 
actually been their design ? It is easily per- 
ceived, that their definition of anastasis, al- 
lows me a very wide range of interpretation.— 
They allow me to consider anastasis to denote 
*¢ being raised from inactivity to action, or from 
obscurity to eminence, or a return to such a 
state after an interruption. Rising from a 
seat is properly termed anastasis, so is awaking 
out of sleep, or promotion from an inferior con- 
dition,” as well as a literal resurrection from 
death. What has led to the idea of a literal 
resurrection being taught in this passage, is its 
being said, “ the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice.” 
But why not also conclude from verse 25, that 
“ the dead” are the naturally dead ? We have 
as much reason to conclude, that “ the dead,” 
are the naturally dead in 25, as that in the 
graves means persons literally in the tombs or 
sepulchres verse 28, until it is satisfactorily 
shown that our Lord changed the subject of his 
discourse from a figurative toa literal resurrec- 
tion, But has this ever been, or will it ever 
be proved ? That persons are said to be in. the 
graves who are not naturally dead is easily 
proved ; yea, that this is said of the Jewish 
nation is obvious from Ezek. xxxvii, 11, 12,13, 
14, “ Then he said unto me, Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel: behold 
they say, our bones are dried, and our hope 
is lost: we are cut off for our parts. There- 


phrase “ now is,” verse 25. But he says in the 
28th, “ The hour is coming in which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice and shal! 
come forth.” Come forth from what? They 
shall come forth from this state of inactivity to 
action, from this moral and political death, &c. 
But this coming forth shall be very different in 
some from others, for, 
ist. They that have done good shall 
come forth “unto the resurrection of life.””— 
If the “ hour that was coming,” was not at the 
literal resurrection of the dead, neither can 
the life mentioned be understood of natural 
life. To maintain a decent congruity in the 
passage requires this. The life must be un- 
derstood in unison with the nature of the time 
and resurrection mentioned. What life then 
is this? I answer, the same life to which our 
| Lord refers, Matt. xviii. 8; “ Wherefore, if 
| thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, 
| and cast them from thee ; it isbetter for thee 
| to enter into life halt or maimed rather than 
| having two hands or two feet, to be cast into 
| everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee 
| pluck it out, and cast it from thee : it is better 
|for thee to enter into life with one eye rather 
| than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.” 
! See also Mark iv. 43—47. But notice, that in 
| verse 48, what is called entering into life in the 
| other texts, is called “entering into the king- 
dom of God.” In the Inquiry into the words 
Sheol, &c. I have shown, that hell fire, and 
| everlasting fire, are the same thing, and that 
| both refer to the temporal judgments of God. 





fore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith | It has been also shown, that to enter into life, 
the Lord God; Behold, O my people, I will | and into the kingdom of God, mean the same 
open your graves, and cause you to come up | thing, and both these refer to entering into our 
out of your graves, and bring you into the land | Lord’s kingdom in this world, which at the end 
of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the | of the Jewish dispensation was to come with 


Lord, when I have opened your graves, O my | power. Then he was to come in his glory, 
people, and brought you up out of your graves, | the redemption of his disciples drew near, and 
and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall | at this period they were to shine forth in the 
live ; and I shall place you in your own lands : | kingdom of their Father. I think I can also 
then shall ye know that I the Lord hath spo- | show, that the everlasting life into which the 
ken it, and performed it, saith the Lord.”— | righteous are said to go, Matt. xxv. 46, is the 
Here it is said they were not only in the graves , same life as in the passage before us. They 
but are said to have their graves opened, and , that had done evil went away into everlasting 
to be brought up out of their graves, yet no | punishment, and they that had done good unto 
one ever thought of a literal resurrection, but: life eternal. This cannot however be done 
only a revival of the nation as to their moral here. It shows however, the truth of one of 
or political condition. The Jews were famil-; my reasons for declining a consideration of this 
iar with such a mode of speaking, as is evident | text, and 2 Cor, v. 10, as my sentiments must 
from the quotation made from Whitby on 1 | appear to great disadvantage when not fully 
Peter iv. 6, above. It appears to me that our laid before the reader. 

Lord when he uttered the passage under con-| 2d. And they that have done evil unto the 
sideration, had the above passage from Ezeki-| resurrection of damnation. It has been notic- 
el in view, for he uses the very same Greck | ed above, that the word rendered damonation 


word rendered graves, as is used in the seventy 
version of that text. The Jewish nation whom 
our Lord addressed, had long been in a state 
of moral and political death. They were not 
only dead, but buried in their lysts, or in the 
language of the prophet, were in the graves.— 
A few of them under our Lord’s ministry had 
heard his voice, and were revived to moral or 
spiritual life, during the time expressed in the 


here, is the same as is rendered judgment verse 
22, and condemnation verse-24. This dam- 
nation, is then the condemnation into which 
those who believed should not come, the judg- 
ment the Father committed to the Son, and 
which he gave him authority to execute, see 
verses 22, 24,27. Was this then either end- 
less or limited punishment in a future state 

From what has been already said, I shoul 
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think not. Every reader will anticipate the 
answer that it must be the damnation or pun- 
ishment inflicted on men at the end of the Jew- 
ish dispensation, and especially on that nation 
who were so highly favored with our Lord’s 
ministry. It will not be denied, and therefore 
need not be proved, that they came forth to 
the resurrection of damnation or punishment 
at this period. They have gone away unto 
everlasting punishment; Matt, xxv. 46, and 
are punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, 2 Thes. i.9, This 
is not only a matter of scripture testimony, 
but is also a matter of fact, 

Though most people would excuse me from 
pursuing this subject further, yet I shall here 
introduce all the places in the New Testament, 
where the word krisis here rendered damna- 
tion is used, that we may see how it is applied 
by the sacred writers. It will not only con- 
firm all I have said, but will show the connex- 
ion between my views of this passage and oth- 
ers to which I alluded at the commencement. 
The word krisis occurs, verses 22, 27, 29, 30, 
of this discourse, sufficiently noticed already. 
In John iii. 19, it is rendered condemnation.— 
“* And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were e- 
vil.” It occurs in the following places and is ren- 
dered judgment, Matt. xii, 18, 29; Acts viii. 33 ; 
John vii. 24, and viii. 15, 16, and xii. 31, and 
xvi. 8,11; Matt. xxiii. 23, and Luke xi. 42. 
As no person would contend, that any refer- 
ence is made in these texts to future punish- 
ment, I am saved the labor of any remarks,— 
In Matt. v. 21,22; 1 Tim. v. 24, it is also ren- 
dered judgment, and refers toa judicial sen- 
tence. And in 2 Peter ii. 11, it is rendered 
accusation, and means a mental judgment or 
decision. ButI find krisis rendered judg- 
ment, and in the plural judgments, and is used 
to express God’s judgments on the great 
Whore, &c. Rev. xix. 2, and xvi. 7,and xiv. 
7, and xviii. 10. No remarks are necessary, 
for no sensible person would contend, that 
these judgments or punishments were inflicted 
in a future state. 

In the following texts, the phrase, “ the day 
of judgment” occurs, Matt. x. 15, and xi. 22, 
24, and xii. 36; Mark vi. 11; Luke x. 14; 2 
Peter ii. 9, and iii. 7 ; 1 John vi. 17. In the 
following it is “ the judgment,” Matt, xii. 41, 
42. Luke xi. 31, 32. Now, the word render- 
ed judgment in these texts, is Arisis. In my 
answer to Mr. Sabine, I have attempted to 
show, that, “ the judgment,” and “the day of 
judgment,” is that which came on the Jewish 
nation at the end of the age or dispensation.— 
If this be correct, it is easily perceived, that it 
is the same as the resurrection-of damnation in 
the passage we are considering. But for the 
proof adduced, I must beg leave to refer to the 
answer. 

In 2 Thess. i. 5,krisis is also rendered judg- 
ment, Ina communication in the Magazine, 


vol. 5, on this whole context, I have attempted 
to show, that “the righteous judgment” of God 
mentioned, refers to the same temporal judg. 
ment which came on the Jewish nation. To 
this also, I beg leave to refer the reader forthe 
proof. In Matt, xxiii. 33, krisis is rendered 
damnation, “ How can ye escape the damna- 
tion of hell ?” In the inquiry into the words 
Sheol, Hades, &c. I think 1 have proved, that 
this has no reference to a punishment in a place 
called hell ina future state, but to the same 
temporal calamities which came on the Jewish 
nation. The same damnation as in the pas- 
sage before us. 

But this word is rendered damnation and 
judgment in the following passages, and in all 
of them it is supposed to refer to punishment 
in afuture state. The blasphemer against the 
spirit was in danger of eternal damnation, 
Mark iii.29. In Heb. x. 27, we read of a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment. In James 
ii. 13, of some who shall have judgment with- 
outmercy. And in Jude xiv. 15, it is said, 
“ behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand 
of his saints to execute judgment.” And 2 
Peter ii. 4. “ For if God spared not the an- 
gels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved unto judgment.” See also Jude 
6. All these texts Ihave considered in the 
Inquiries referred to above, and which I wish 
to have completed. 

The last text in which krisis occurs, is Heb. 
ix. 27, “ and as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment.” This is 
considered, I presume, the most plausible text 
in the whole Bible, in favor of a judgment or 
punishment after the dissolution of soul and 
body. Itis in every person’s mouth, and is 
considered conclusive on the subject of future 
punishmeut. Iam willing to concede to them, 
that itis the most plain and plausible, and was 
once so considered by ‘event Now, I would 
only say that if I cannot show, that it has no 
reference to limited or endless misery in a fu- 
ture state, I am willing that every line I have 
written, contrary to the endless misery of the 
wicked, may be for ever blotted out. Many 
persons whom I highly esteem, lament my 
change of opinion on this subject, and no doubt 
think that I have shut my eyes against all such 
texts. I hope ifmy life is spared,to show to 
them, that they are mistaken. My religious 
opinions are changed, decidedly .changed on 
this subject, but this change has been produced, 
by what I believe to be more enlarged ‘and 
correct views ofscripture. I feel a strong de- 
sire toshow them this, not only in my own 
defence, but that they also may be led to exam- 
ine the scriptures, and renounce opinions, dis- 
honorable to the character of God, at variance 
with the salvation of Christ, and surely not very 
comforting to. their own minds. 

But I must close this lengthy communication. 
A “ Disciple of Truth” presses this question 





upon me; “If the doctrine of 2 future judg- 
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ment and retribution be not true, how will you 
account for the fact, that our Lord should use 
expressions which so literally express what is 
not true, and so perfectly calculated to lead 
people to believe it?” Answer, The sense 
which men have put on our Lord’s ex- 
pressions lead them to helieve this doc- 
trine. But the question is, Was this the 
sense our Lord attached to such expressions ? 
If it was not, then all the blame lies with men, 
who have attached such a sense to his expres- 
sions. Whether I have shown their sense to 
be false, and have given a correct view of our 
Lord’s meaning, is submitted for the candid 
consideration of a “ Disciple of Truth.” 
I am yours, &c. W. BALFOUR, 


IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS. 
Relating to the Seeks in India. 

To those who wish the propagation of chris- 
tianity throughout the world, it must be grati- 
fying to hear of any facts or circumstances fa- 
vorable. to that object. The particulars we are 
about to state will be collected partly from a 
paper in the “ Asiatic Researches,” written by 
Charles Wilkins, Esq. in 1781, and partly from 
the Edinburgh Review of a sketch of the Sikhs, 
written by Lt. Col. Malcolm, published in 
Lendon 1812. Inthe former work the people 
are called Seeks ; in the latter, Sikhs. The 
two authors likewise differ in spelling the name 
of the founder of this sect. Mr. Wilkins calls 
him Naneek Sah; Col. Malcolm “Nanae 
Shah.” He “was born inthe year of Christ 
1469.” 

Mr. Wilkins informs us that he attended 
public worship at the College of this sect. Af- 
ter some description of the hall in which they 
met, he proceeds thus ; “ The congregation ar- 
ranged themselves upon the carpet on each 
side of the hall so as to leave a space before 
the alter fromendto end. The great book, 
desk and all, was brought with some little cer- 
emony from the altar, and placed at the oppo- 
site extremity of the hall. An old man with 
areverend silver beard, kneeled down before 
the desk with his face towards the altar ; and 
on one side of him sat a man, with asmall drum, 
and two or three with cymbals, The book 
was now opened, and the old man began to 
chant to the time of the drum and the cymbals ; 
and at the conclusion of every verse, most of 
the congregation joined chorus in a response, 
with countenances exhibiting great marks of 
joy.—The subject was a hymn in praise of the 
unity, the omnipresence and omnipotence of the 
Deity. Iwas singularly delighted with the 
gestures of the old man, I never saw a counte- 
nance so expressive of infelt joy—The hymn 
being concluded, which consisted of about 
twenty verses, the whole congregation got up 
and presented their faces with joined hands to- 
wards the altar, in the attitude of prayer? A 
young man now stood forth, and with a loud 
and distinct accent solemnly pronounced a long 
prayer, or kind of liturgy; at certain periods 





of which all the people joined in a general 
response, saying Wa Gooroo! 

They prayed against temptation ; for grace to 
do good ; for the general good of mankind; a 
particular blessing to the Seeks; and for the 
safety of those who at that time were on their 
travels, This prayer was followed by a short 
blessing from the old man, and an invitation to 
the assembiy to partake of a friendly feast.” 

By conversing with the Secks Mr. Wilkins 
was informed, that the sacred book, written by 
the founder of the sect, “ teaches that there is 
but one God, omnipotent and omnipresent; 
filling all space and pervading all matter ; and 
that he is to be worshipped and invoked.— 
That there will be a day of retribution, when 
virtue will be rewarded and vice punished— 
That it not only commands toleration, but for- 
bids disputes with those of another persuasion. 
That it forbids mutder, theft, and such other 
deeds as are, by the majority of mankind, es- 
teemed crimes in society; and inculcates the 
practice of the virtues; but particularly an 
universal philanthropy, and a generel hospi- 
tality to strangers. This is all my short visit 
would permit me to learn of this book. It is a 
folio volume, containing about four or five hun- 
dred pages.” 

In the Edinburgh Review of Col. Mal- 
colm’s “ Sketch of the Sikhs,” this people are 
represented as a “ great nation in India” which 
“occupy agrand division of its territory”’— 
“by far the most valuable part of that exten- 
sive territory which constituted the Mogul em- 
pire in its proudest days.” 

Manac, the founder of the Sikhs, endeavored 
to conciliate both Hindoos and Moslems to his 
doctrine, by persuading them to reject those 
parts of their respective beliefs and usages, 
which he contended were unworthy of that 
God whom they both adored,” 

This reformer also “ endeavored with all the 


power of his genius, to impress both Hindoos 
and Mahomedans with a love of toleration 
and an abhorrence of war ; and his life was as 


peaceable as his doctrine.” “Ina period of 
two centuries the doctrines of Nanac extended 
their dominion in peace; nor was it till cruel- 
ties had been exercised upon them by the Ma- 
homedans that his followers betook themselves 
to measures of revenge or defence,” 

After the disciples of Nanac had suffered 
these cruelties from the Mahomedans, Guru 
Govind arose, as the leader of this once pacific 
people. He gave them a new character, “ not 
by making any material alteration in the tenets 
of Nanac, but by establishing institutions and 
usages which, by abolishing all distinction of 
castes, destroyed at one blow a system of poli- 
ty that from being interwoven with the religion 
of a weak and bigetted race, fixed the rule of 
its priests upon a basis that had withstood the 
shock of ages.” By the distinction of castes a 
great portion of the Hindeos were kept ina 
state of servility and suffering. The plas a- 
dopted by Govind, of abolishing these distinc- 
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tions and opening a common highway to wealth 
and honor, naturally secured a multitude of 
disciples. The peculiar disciples of the mar- 
tial patriarch, Guru Govind, are all devoted 
to arms, though not all soldiers.” A portion 
of the Sikhs profess to hold exclusively the doc- 
trines of the original founder of the sect, and 
are exempted from the exercise of arms.” 

It has not been our object to give @ particu- 
lar history of this sect, which has become a 
nation in India; but to mention such facts as 
afford ground to hope that the efforts to intro- 
duce christianity among the natives in that part 
of the world will not be in vain. “ The Sikhs 
are in fact Hindoos,” says the Reviewer, “ with 
certain important differences, introduced bya 
recent and extraordinary change in their re- 
ligious aad civil institytions.” The success of 
Nanac shows that the habits and prejudices of 
the Hindoos are not so immutably fixed as | 
many in Great Britain have imagined. The | 
pacific character of Nanac, and the approach 
vt his doctrines to those of Christianity, are 
circumstances remarkable and important ; and 
we need more inforniation on the subject, than 
ve now possess, to account for them without 
the aid of inspiration. As the dispersion of 
the Jews facilitated the spread of the gospel a- 
mong the Gentiles in various parts of the world, 
so the existence of the Seeks may yet facilitate 
the spread of the gospel in India. It is devout- 
ly to be desired, that nothing may be done on 
the part of Christians to introduce their relig- 
10n among the nations of India, which shall 
tend to impress a belief that Christianity is less 
tolerant, mild and pacific, or in any respect 
less worthy of reception, than the religion of 
Nanac. Besides, the account we have of the | 
Principal doctrines of the Secks, should excite | 
pur gratitude to the common Father of our | 
race, that he has, in one way or another, diffus- 
ed some correct ideas of himself, more exten- 
sively than has been generally known or sup- 


posed by Christians.— Chrst. Disciple, Vol. I. 








REMARKS. 
As this Unitarian Editor expresses a “ hope | 
that the efforts to introduce Christianity among 
the natives in that part of the world will not 
be in vain,” he, or any other Unitarian would 
confer no smal] favor on many, who need the 
information, by stating distinctly, wherein 
christianity differs from the doetrine which the | 
Seeks believe, and which the “ Great Book” 
contains. This Book “teaches, ist. That} 
there is but one God, omnipresent ; filling all | 
space and pervading all matter ; and that he} 
is to be worshipped and invoked. 2d. That. 
there will be a day of retribution, when virtue | 
will be rewarded-and vice punished,” &c. If 
this be not the very essence of christianity, ac- 
cording to all the world has ever learned of 
the Unitarian doctrine, an honest and fervent 
desire is {felt to be informed wherein Unitari- 
anism differs from the doctrine of Nanac. His 








doctrinefteaches, “That there will bea day of 


retribution, when virtue will be rewarded and 
vice punished.” [t does not allow that the 
present time is such a day, nor does it allow 
that such a day has ever been in all past time ; 
but it teaches that there will be such a day,.— 
Christianity, to Unitarianism, does not allow 
that the present age is a day in which virtue is 
rewarded and vice punished; nor does it al- 
low that there ever has been such a day 3 but 
it teaches that there will be such a day. 

If the Seeks knew that the Unitarians of 
New-England believe just as they do, can any 
reasonable person suppose they would be so 
foolish as to send missionaries here to convert 
them to their creed ? 

If the Unitarians and Nanac’s Great Book 
should undertake to convince us that the pres- 
ent state of existence is not a state in which 
industry and economy are recompensed with 
health and competence ; and that idleness and 
prodigality were never known to inflict infir- 
mities and want; but that there is a day of 
retribution coming in a future world when 
these virtues will be recompensed and the 
vices punished ; and if they should unite their 
testimony to support the doctrine, that in this 
world truth and veracity were never known to 
be recompensed with credit and confidence ; 
nor lies and hypocrisy to be punished with dis- 
trust; but that a day of such retribution will 
come ina future state; and if they should 
earnestly contend that, in this moral state, it 
never was known and that it never will be 
known that wholesome food gives nourishment, 
vigor, and health to the body, nor thatun- 
wholesome diet produces a pernicious effect on 
the system ; but that a day will come in the 
future world when wholesome and unsavory 
food will produce their natural effects, would 
there be any other way to account for coinci- 
dence of their testimony, than to suppose it to 
be the effect of divine inspiration ! 

To the understanding of the writer of these 
remarks, there are no effects of natural causes, 
which are more visible or certain, than that 
virtue is a blessing to the righteous, and vice a 
curse to the wicked, in the present, imperfect 


| state.—Universalist Magazine. 


PERSECUTION. 

As it is considered of importance to ascer- 
tain the real causes of those evils and calami- 
ties, which afflict human nature, in order the 
better to understand their proper remedies, it 
is unquestionably the duty of the friends of 
mankind to endeavor to discover the real cause 
of a persecuting disposition on account of re- 
ligion. A superficial attention to the history 
of those bloody persecutions,which have inflict- 
ed misery, torture and death, with every pos- 
sible aggravation which the fruitful invention 
of a wicked hierarchy were able to put into op- 
eration, on many millions of human beings, 
must very much enforce on our minds the ue- 
cessity of ap effectual remedy for such a dire 


calamity. 
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We stop far short of our object, if we say 
that this evil has its origin in those intolerant 
laws,pursuant to which the torch of persecution 
has been lighted, and the fagot and stake com- 
bined. Those laws must have been produced 
by the spirit, genius and disposition which cor- 
respond in character with the evil of which we 
speak. Nor does it seem fully to satisfy this 
inquiry to say, that it isthe natural badness of 
the human heart, which lies at the bottom of 
this monster among evils ; because it is very 
certain that man, ia a state of simple nature, 
untaught in any system of theology, has nodis- 
position to persecute. Where then shall we 
find that egg of the Cockatrice, which breaks 
out into such a venomous viper? This ques- 
tion is not stated with any design to give of- 
fence to any, nor is the answer here stated for 
such unworthy purpose ; the object is a radi- 
cal cure of the malady. It is, undoubtedly, 
the erroneous belief, that the supreme Ruler of 
the universe is possessed of a certain kind of 
holiness, which requires him to treat those of 
his creatures, who embrace capital errors, with 
unmerciful vengeance. 

With such a sentiment as is above stated, 
persecution seems perfectly to agree. If our 
heavenly Father has revealed to us that it is 
required by his divine holiness, that heretics 
must suffer his vindictive wrath eternally, it 
must appear very inconsistent forthe triends 
of this our Father in heaven to tolerate this 
heresy which to him is so infinitely offensive.— 
Within the reach of human means what can 
better resemble the hereafter state of torment, 
to which it is believed the divine Being will 


consign heretics, than the stake surrounded | 


with the flaming fagots ? 

To make these suggestions still more evident 
let the subject be reversed, and suppose that 
our ree: Father is possessed of a disposi- 
tion entirely different from the former State- 
ment, that he has “ compassion om the ignor- 
ant and on them that are ovt of the way,” that 
he has destined albbis rational creatures to the 
enjoyment of himself forever, that agreeably 
to such a purpose he kindly regards his whole 
creation, and withholds nothing from any which 
can possibly contribute to their benefit ; how 
could we make persecution to agree with such 
abelief? Surely such a belief must tend to 
humanize the heart, and to render us compas- 
sionate one to another. 

It seems unnecessary to raise arguments, to 
show, that as long as that doctrine isnourished 
in society, which we have just found te be: the 
natural cause of persecution, there must remain 
danger of its malignant effects; for even in 
this happy laud, we do not owe our reprieve 
from this eyil to a radical cure, but to those 
multiplied sects, which prevents any -one from 
having the power which was formerly exercis- 
ed by the standing order, which was more mu- 
merous than all the rest. Univ. Mag. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy with all 
thy heart, 


f money only. 





* WARIN THE CAMP.” 

A prosecution for Libel has been commen- 
ced againstthe Editor of the (N. Y.) Teles- 
cape, for publishing an article in which the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart’s Meeting-House is 
compared with a T’heatre, and the Bishop rep- 
resented as a distinguished Actor, 

Of the propriety of such representations we 
shall offer no opinion. The object isto show 
our readers, that the opposition to Orthodox 
sentiments, is as great and as bold in that place, 
as in any part of the Union. Nor can we be- 
lieve that the number of opposers is very 
small, when the advocates for a law-religion, 
are unable to defend themselves by argument, 
and appeal to legal prosecution. 
Es 
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“ THE THING As 17 1s.’’—Job. 








Owing to the absence of the Editor many interest- 
ing subjects pass this week without notice. It is 
hoped, however, thet the extracts presented in our 
columns to-day will be quite as acceptable to our 
readers asany productions from our own pen. We 
have resumed the publication of Mr. Balfour's let, 
ters, which bave been unavoidably delayed for some 
wecks, to which we again request the attention of 
the reader. The essay of L. C. Todd will appear 
next week. 


A person remarking to another, that Kome was 
the seat of the true faith, was ains# ered, “True, but 
this faith reminds one of ccrtait people, who are nev- 
er to be found at home.” 


an 
APVERTISEMENT. 
Brom the “ London Quizzical Gazette.” 

<4n entire New Thought.—A gentleman who has 
spent forty years of his life in thought, but who Las 
determined t6 think no more for his own advantage, 
—offers to think for such as do not choose to give 
themselves that trouble. For whien fad 
tends to open an office for receiving from all such as 
muy be pleased to entrust to his management their 
Thoughts, Ideas, or suggestions ; either of which he 
will undertake to arrange, methodize, amend, and 
make the most of, on reasonable terms, for ready 
He promises the most iayiolable se- 
erecy ; and that all thoughts, &c. registered io this 
office shall be insured from fire, and so secured as to 
render it impossible to have a single thought stolen 
whilst in his custody. Thoughts bought, sold, or ex- 
changed. A few comical ones to be sold cheap; and 
some serious thoughts wanted for ‘elderly persons.— 
An appendix kept for registering second thoughts. 
which, according to.the adage are considered the best 
and must be paid for accordingly. Apply to the New 
Thought Office, Pensive-place, Hoxton. 

We recommend the foregoing Advertisement to 
the good christians who think it a very wicked thipg 


‘to exersise their ‘“‘ carnal reason” on matters of re- 


ligion. We mean nooffence, but it seems to us, that 
if the theologicals at Auburn, would devote one of 
their ‘* Halls” in the “‘ Seminary” to the use,and “ fo: 
the benefit” of the Editor of the Western Recorder, 
printed at Utica, and assist him in establishing a 

." it would savé the orthodox a 


“ Thought 8) 
world of trouble in thinking for themseives. 
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Swearing Reproved.—A profane Scotch no- 
bleman, es a large stone in the road 
which led to his country house, ordered his 
servant to send it to hell. “ My Lord,” repli- 
ed the servant, “if I could send it to heaven, 
I think it would be more completely out of 


your Lordship’s way.” 





POETRY. 





I WILL SING PRAISE. 





have frequently noticed with satisfaction the 
Peat in > Beanalien and Telegraph, under the 
signature of ‘« Roy,”—the productions, it is under- 
stood,of a young gentleman of Boston. The follow- 
ing, which appeared in that paper of Friday last, 
would not discredit the pens of older and more prac- 
tised writers. But this is too cold a compliment.— 
There are beauties in the thoughts which every po- 
etical reader will feel ; there is moral sentiment, to 
the touch of which every parent’s heart will “ throb 
intelligence !” and there is an exactness in the ver- 
sification, which writers of newspaper and magazine 
poetry, may imitate with advantage to their own 
productions.— Boston Courter. 


THE SACRIFICE OF ABRAHAM. 


Morn breaketh in the East. The purple clouds 
Are putting on their gold and violet, 

To lock the meeter forthe sun’s bright coming, 
Sleep is tpon the waters and the wind ; 

And nature, from thé wary forest-leaf 

To her majestic master, sleeps. As yet 
There is no mist upon the deep blue sky. 

And the clear dew is on the blushing blossoms 
Of crimson roses in a holy rest, 

How hallowed is the hour of morniug: meet, 
Aye—beautifully meet, for the pure prayer, 


The patriarch standeth at his tented door ; 
With his white locks uncover’d. ’Tis his wont 
To gaze upon the gorgeous Orient ; 

ys at that hour the awful majesty 

Of man who talketh often with his God, 

Ts wont to come again and clothe his brow 

As at his forescore strength. But now, he seemeth 
To be forgetful of his vigorous frame, 

And boweth to his staff as at the hour 

Of noontide sultriness. And that bright sun— 
He looketb at its pencill’d messengers 

Coming in golden raiment, as if all 

Were but a graven scroll of fearfulness. 

Ah, he 1s waiting till it herald in 

The hour to sacrifice his much lov’d son ! 


Light poureth on the world. And Sarah stands, 
Watching the steps of Abraham and her child 
Along the dewy sides of the far bills, 

And praying that her sunny boy faint not— 
Would she have watch’d their path so silently, 

If she had known that he was going up, 

Ev’n in his fair hair’d beauty, to be slain 

As a white lamb for sacrifice ? They trod 
Together onward, patriarch and child— 

The bright sun throwing back the old man’s shade 
Io straight and fair proportions, as of one 

Whose years were freshly number’d. He stood up, 








Even in his vigorous strength, and like a tree 
Rooted in Lebanon, his frame bent not ; 

His thin white hairs had vielded to the wind, 
And left his brow uncover'd ; and his face, 
Impress’d with the stern majesty of grief 
Nerv’d toa solemn duty, now stood forth 

Like a reut rock, submissive, yet sublime. 

But the young boy—he of the laughing eye 
And.ruby lip, the pride of life was on him. 

He seemed to drink the morning. Sun ard dew, 
And the aroma of the spicy trees, ; 
And all that giveth the delicious East 

Its fitness for an Eden, stole like light 

Into his spirit, ravishing his thoughts 

With love and beauty. Every thing he met, 
Buoyant or beautiful, the lightest wing 

Of bird or insect, or the palest dye 

Of the fresh flowers, won him from his path, 
And joyously broke forth his tiny shout 

As he dung kk bis silken hair, and sprung 
Away tosome greer spot or clustering vine, 
To pluck his infant trophies. Every tree 

Aud fragrant shrub was a new hiding place, 
And he would couch till the old man came by— 
Then bound before him with his childish iaugh, 
Stealing a look behind him playfully, 

To see if he had made his father smile. 


The sun rode onin heaven. The dew stole up 
From the fresh daughters of the earth, and heat 
Came like a sleep upon the delicate leaves, 

And bent them with the blossoms to their dreams. 
Still trod the patriarch on with that same step, 
Firm and unfaultering, turning not aside 

To seek the olive shades, or lave their lips 

In the sweet waters of the Syrian wells, 

Whose gush hath so much-music. Weariness 
Stole on the gentle boy, and he forgot 

To tosa his sunny hair from off his brow, 

And spring for the fresh flowers and light wings 
As in the early morning; but he kept 

Close by his father’s side, and bent his head 
Upon bis bosom like a drooping bud, 

Lifting it not, save now and then to steal 

A look up to the face whose stearnness aw’d 
His childishness to silence. 


It was noon— 
And Abraham on Moriah tow'd himself, 
And buried up bis face, and prayed for strength. 
He could not look upoPie son and pray, 
But with his hand upon the clustering curls 
Of the fair, kneeling boy, he prayed that God 
Would nerve him for that hour. Oh man was made 
For the stern conflict. In a mother’s love 
‘There is more tenderness ; the thousand cords 
Woven with every fibre of ber heart, 
Complain, like delicate harp strings, at a breath ; 
But love s-man is one deep principle, 
Which like a root grown in a rified rock, 
Abides the tempest. He rose up, and laid 
The wood upon the altar. All was done. 
He stood a moment—and a deep quick flush 
Passed o'er his countenance ; and thea he nerv'd 
His spirit with a bitter strength; and spoke— 
* Isaac ! my only son."—The boy looked up, 
And Abraham turned his face away, and wept. 
‘ Where is the lamb, my Father ?”—-Oh the tones, 


. The sweet, the thrilling music of a child ! 


How it doth agonize at such an hour! 

It was the last deep struggle—Abraham held 
His lov’d, his beautiful, hie only son, 

And lifted up his arm, and call’d on God— 
And lo! God’s Angel staid him—and he fel! 
Upon his face and wept. 
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